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such majority existed, and there could and ought to be no hope
of a party cabinet ever holding office again. The effect on the
fiery Goering may be imagined; there was an angry scene in front
of the head of the state which ended in the deputation being
conducted from the presidential presence with complete loss of
dignity.
By the time the deputation had parted in angry and mutual
recrimination the alliance of Centrists and National Socialists
was virtually at an end. Papen at once pressed home his advantage.
He flew a new kite., nothing less than the suggestion that he and
Hitler should both show their willingness to serve their country
by accepting office under Schleicher—an ingenious move because
he knew the general had no wish to be chancellor and the
magnanimity of his offer would emphasize Hitler's lack of
magnanimity if he refused. There was naturally no response, but
the nation was not unimpressed; it was stiffening against Hitler.
The day before the Reichstag opened he made another bid for
peace. He sent for Goering and told him that he proposed to
attend the Reichstag and, as was his duty, state and defend against
criticism the policy of the government as already in operation
by decree. According to the chancellor., who was never a stickler
for accuracy, Goering declared that he would certainly see to it
that the declaration was heard. He may have said so, but he had
not the slightest intention of doing so. He had now taken the bit
between his teeth and was determined to listen to no warning,
not even his Leader's. Papen, taking advantage of his apparent
acquiescence, solemnly warned him that the government would
not permit a vote of no-confidence to be taken; if the Speaker
accepted such a motion, the chancellor would, by order of the
President, declare the Reichstag dissolved. What Goering answered
we are not told.
Whether all the story of the warning is true matters little to
anyone; lying had so become the universal language of politicians
in Germany that one can take one's choice. What is certain is
that the Speaker was determined to avenge his humiliation and,
having hastily scanned the rules of procedure with his usual
impetuosity, hit upon a plan. He chose a curious ally but the less

